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Religious Education Policy – reviewed July 2022
This is a whole school policy to -

1.  Define the aims and objectives of teaching RE within the curriculum.

2.  Ensure the continuity and progression in the teaching and learning about religions.

3.  Help staff in the effective planning and delivery of RE

Aims:

1.  To develop children's knowledge, understanding and awareness of

     Christianity and other religions.

2.  To encourage respect for those holding different beliefs.

3.  To help promote spiritual, moral, cultural and mental development.

4.  To encourage the children to develop an understanding of themselves and others and of their valued place in their community both inside and outside school.

Objectives:

1.  The teaching of RE in our school reflects the fact that the main religious tradition in this country is Christianity, whilst taking into account other religions.

2.  We hope to develop the children's awareness and understanding by giving them the opportunity to experience and explore the practices and customs associated with religious beliefs.

3.  This will include literature, art and music which will help to convey the feelings and beliefs that underline the religious dimensions of life.

4.  It also includes the opportunity to visit places of worship and to look at religious symbols and language so that children can begin to understand their purpose.

5.  As the children move through the school and beyond, they may also be able to reflect upon their own feelings and views and so examine their lives from a new perspective.

Pedagogy:

In the Southwick area, Christianity is the faith that most of our children will encounter. In accordance with government directives, Christianity should be the faith explored in greatest depth and detail.  It is hoped that the study of the other major faiths will contribute to the understanding of the wider society in which the children live.

We believe that the teacher should try and provide an informed and sympathetic approach to the exploration of beliefs and traditions.  A variety of teaching methods is encouraged.  Those that work best will stimulate the children's curiosity and provide active learning situations and therefore, children should have a practical basis to work from.  RE has a great many possibilities for cross-curriculum links.

We follow the essentials curriculum for RE, linking our activities to thresholds and milestones. 

We have the overview of the Planit RE Scheme.
Inclusion

All children, staff, helpers, community members and visitors regardless of their abilities/disabilities, race or gender will be given equal access, opportunity and provision to all tasks and activities. (see Inclusion policy, Disability Equality Scheme and Safeguarding Children policy). 
Resources:

Resources are located in a main resource area (dining hall). Resources particular to a religion are in marked boxes.  There is a selection of books and other materials on a specific shelf.  A list of resources is attached.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE and collective worship.

Teachers have the right not to participate in, or conduct RE They may withdraw from the time given to worship, but not from the time when notices or other non-religious activities are taking place.

Assessment

Assessment of children’s progress will mainly be through teacher observations using the National Curriculum Attainment Targets.  Lesson objectives are evaluated and show children who are achieving above and below expectations.

Head teacher: Mr Robson
Chair of Governors…………………..........
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